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Dr. Hiesinger’s visit to Hohenlimburg  
on October 15, 2010 

EuroBLECH 2010 – Hoesch Hohenlimburg  
on the joint TK Steel booth 

A presentation of the company and 
selected exhibits provided an introduction 
to our product and its wide-ranging 
applications. Further key points of 
interest were our customer-focused 
business model and the planned 
technology upgrade at HHO. On a tour  
of the plant, the visitors were then able to 
see for themselves the high quality of our 
products. The visit closed with a discus-
sion in which Dr. Hiesinger confirmed his 
positive overall impression. 

Summary: A product and business model 
with a future!

Continuing a successful tradition of 
recent years, Hoesch Hohenlimburg 
was once again represented on TK Steel 
Europe’s joint booth in hall 16, booth  
E 22, alongside TK Umformtechnik,  
TK Nirosta, TK Materials International,  
TK MetalServ, TK Stahl-Service-Center, 
TK Schulte, TK Materials Austria and  
TK Magnettechnik. 

Our product film showing the range of 
applications for medium-wide strip made 
in Hohenlimburg attracted a lot of inte-
rest. Also on display were outer and inner 
plate carriers for dual clutch transmis-
sions, for which Hoesch Hohenlimburg 
supplies the starting material – HSM 
380, a micro-alloyed fine-grain steel. 

With a minimum yield strength of 380 
megapascals and minimum elongation 
of 23 percent, HSM 380 has exactly the 
strength and forming properties needed 
to produce the plate carriers. 

Meeting with a huge response from trade 
and non-trade visitors, EuroBLECH 2010 
once again proved a success for Hoesch 
Hohenlimburg GmbH.

From October 26 – 30, 2010 the sheet metal working world congregated once again in Hanover for EuroBLECH, the 
industry’s biggest trade show, held every two years. Some 1,455 exhibitors from 43 countries presented forward-looking 
technologies and innovative solutions to around 61,500 visitors.

On October 15, 2010, the new Executive Board Chairman of ThyssenKrupp AG, Dr. Hiesinger, visited Hoesch Hohenlimburg 
GmbH as part of his “fact-finding tour” of the Group. He was accompanied by Dr. Massenberg, member of the Executive 
Board of ThyssenKrupp Steel Europe AG. 

From left: Mr. Stausberg, Dr. Hiesinger, Dr. Overrath, Dr. Massenberg, Dr. Plümpe, Mr. Wortmann 
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Fully automatic fire extinguisher system  
for pickling line 

Medium-wide strip properties now even more 
consistent thanks to innovative cooling strategy 

accidental activation, identify an unusual 
increase in temperature, and speed up 
the restart of the pickling lines.  
After an implementation phase of approx. 
12 months the fire protection testing 

institution VdS inspected and approved 
the entire system in September 2010. 

We hope that this fire extinguishing 
system will never be used!

In the production of hot-rolled strip, 
the usual method for ensuring the 
uniformity of the material’s mechani-
cal properties and microstructure is to 
maintain the temperature measured 
ahead of the coiler at a constant level.

With carbon and alloyed steels, the 
suitability of this cooling strategy is 
limited because the Gibbs energy 
(formerly: free enthalpy) released during 
phase transformation can cause the steel 
to heat up again at the point where the 
temperature is measured. 

This means that in steels with a high heat 
of reaction during phase transformation, 
the temperature measured at the coiler is 
unsuitable as a means of achieving 
uniform cooling conditions. 

Under a risk minimization project 
carried out by our Technical Planning 
unit in consultation with the fire 
prevention department, fully automatic 
fire extinguishers were installed in the 
two pickling lines last year.

The project involved the installation of  
an automatic water extinguishing system 
for the continuous and push-pull pickling 
lines incl. hydraulic units, an argon gas 
extinguishing system to protect the 
extraction lines, and a bearing tempera-
ture monitor for the squeegee rolls. 
Competent suppliers and extinguisher 
installation companies ensured that all 
requirements and deadlines were met 
and the fire extinguishing system went 
into operation at the beginning of 
November 2010. 

Two independent power feeds ensure 
that the system can still function in the 
event of a power failure. Further safety 
equipment installed serves to prevent 

Hoesch Hohenlimburg is now using a 
temperature control model developed by 
Siemens which, depending on the 
composition of the steel, guarantees a 
consistent level of heat removal per unit 
volume, regardless of coiler temperature. 

At Hoesch Hohenlimburg the new cooling 
strategy is known as the UWG process 
(UWG = UmWandlungsGrad = degree of 
transformation). Advantages of the UWG 
process: More consistent microstructure 
properties from coil to coil and along the 
length of a coil, flatter strip and reduced 
internal stresses. 

The images on the right show how the 
new UWG process can favorably influ-
ence the microstructure of a strip of 
grade 50 CrV 4.

Cooling strategy: UWG process 

Cooling strategy: Fixed coiler temperature 
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Introducing a logistics partner – freight 
forwarder Becker & Co., Neuwied

Annual sports challenge “It’s coming home!”
On 19 November 2010, teams from 
the cold-rolling and hot-rolling mills 
battled for victory at the 5th annual 
sports challenge. 

You probably remember, in 2009 the 
challenge cup was won by the team from 
Risse + Wilke. As host of this year’s HOT 
versus COLD contest, Hoesch Hohenlim-
burg was allowed to choose the discipli-
nes for the event. The decision fell on 
volleyball, football tennis and badminton. 

The contest kicked off at around 3 p.m. 
in the Oestrich sports hall. The HHO 
team Düllmann, Gräfe, Li Bergolis, 
Kalousidis, Schulte, Scholten, Schmidt 
and Habeck (reserve Höfel) clinched a 
convincing victory in the volleyball. And 
their successful run continued in the next 
event. The “Cold guys” were no match 
for the HHO team’s football tennis skills. 
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Being close to our customers is 
important to us. Literally. Did you  
know that in the past fiscal year of  
our customer – Hoesch Hohenlimburg 
GmbH – we handled the transportation 
of around 544,000 metric tons of 
medium-wide strip in standard  
short-haul operations?  

This enormous achievement is made 
possible by an 18-strong fleet of trucks 
stationed at the Hoesch Hohenlimburg 
GmbH plant. Andrea Kuhn and Claudia 
Eimers, the responsible schedulers at the 
ThyssenKrupp Group forwarding 
company, have everything under control. 
Whether for starting material or finished 
products – the focus is on precision 
logistics. While the freight market had its 
ups and downs last year, the pool of 
vehicles for our customer and logistics 
partner HHO was always fully available 
even in times of scarce cargo space. This 
has proven to be a successful model. 

Hoesch Hohenlimburg’s players were 
rewarded for their extremely good preparati-
on. All of them were at the top of their game 
and able to call on their full range of skills. 
The badminton competition was won by the 
RWK team Lohölter, Borowa, Zittlau, Oeing, 
Brücklmeier, Unnasch, Döpper and Funke. 
The challenge cup deservedly went to the 
HHO team. Our thanks go to them for a great 
contest – we look forward to the next 
rematch.

Our “Blue fleet” has been in service in 
and around Hohenlimburg since October 
2009. From day one, short decision-
making paths, fit-for-purpose equipment 
and not least uniform safety standards 
were key to the success of the collabora-
tion. “Steel is our core business,” says 
Hendrik Bodenstein, managing director 
of Becker & Co. GmbH. “So we are 
especially pleased to have Hoesch 
Hohenlimburg as our customer, whose 
requirements in terms of transportation 
quality and delivery performance are well 
above normal standards.” 

We know what we are talking about. 
Becker & Co. performs services for the 
steel industry at seven other locations. 
From simple road haulage to the 
handling of entire in-house logistics 
systems – by land, sea and air. 

Environmental and health & safety 
management recertification and 
energy management certification  
to ISO 16001  

In October 2010 Hoesch Hohenlimburg 
attained recertification for its  
ISO 14001 (environmental manage-
ment) and ISO 18001 (health & safety) 
systems. A new ISO 16001 energy 
management system was introduced
                   and also successfully
                     certified, in anticipation 
		  of future challenges.

Becker truck at the plant 


